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POLK COUNTY

JOINT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING

March 21, 2013, 6:00pm
Rutherford County Board of Education
Forest City, NC

MINUTES

PRESENT: Cleveland County – Chair Ronald Hawkins, Vice-Chair Jason Falls, Commissioner Susan Allen, Commissioner Eddie Holbrook, Commissioner Johnny Hutchins, Planning Director Bill McCarter, and Clerk to the Board Kerri Melton.  Polk County – Chair Michael Gage, Vice-Chair Ted Owens, Commissioner Ray Gasperson, Commissioner Keith Holbert, Interim County Manager Marche Pittman, Planner Cathy Ruth, Economic & Tourism Development Director Libbie Johnson, and Clerk to the Board Beth Fehrmann.  Rutherford County – Chair Julius Owens, Vice-Chair Bill Eckler, Commissioner Eddie Holland, Commissioner Greg Lovelace, Commissioner Bo Richard, Economic Development Director Matt Blackwell, and Clerk to the Board Hazel Haynes.
1. Call to Order – Chair Ronald Hawkins, Chair Michael Gage, and Chair Julius Owens called their respective Board of Commissioners’ meetings to order.
2. Welcome – Chair Julius Owens welcomed the attendees.

3. Economic Development Corridor from Wilmington to I-26 – Matt Blackwell, Rutherford County Economic Development Director, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the economic development corridor, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.

4. Importance of Moving Forward on the Highway 74 Bypass – Cleveland County Planning Director Bill McCarter gave an overview of the importance of the Hwy. 74 bypass and the necessity of the project’s completion. 
5. Procedures for Seeking Interstate Status of Highway 74 – Kevin Lacy, North Carolina Department of Transportation Access Management Committee member, discussed the two procedures – the administrative and the congressional.  Regarding the administrative process, a future interstate corridor is designated when the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), working in conjunction with the American Association of State Highway & Transportation, executes the law in the United States Code through the process stated in the Code of Federal Regulations.  In this case, the state requests FHWA to take a designation action, presents a case that the corridor to be designated is a logical addition to the interstate system, and makes a commitment to complete the route to an interstate design level within 25 years.  Regarding the congressional procedure, a future interstate corridor is identified through appropriate statutory language, and Congress designates either a general location or more specific corridor as a future interstate.
6. Regional Issues Effecting Cleveland, Polk, and Rutherford Counties – Commissioners discussed economic development issues relative to their individual counties and the region.
7. Resolutions – Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve a resolution to support the development of an alliance of local government and business leaders to Review and promote improvements to a south economic development corridor from I-26 to Wilmington along the existing Highway 74 corridor, as well as a resolution petitioning the NCDOT to conduct a study for the potential interstate quality of Highway 74, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
8. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
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