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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ WORK SESSSION
May 6, 2013, 7:00pm
Mill Spring Ag Center
MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gage, Vice-Chair Owens, Commissioner Gasperson and Commissioner Holbert.  Commissioner Pack was not in attendance.  Soil & Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors:  Charles D. Edwards, Hubert McEntyre, David Slater and Richard Smith.  Frank Smith was not in attendance.  Farmland Preservation Board:  Evangelena Barber, Doug Harmon, Bruce Edwards, Dave Slater, Bill Davis and Jeff Searcy.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order – Chair Gage called the meeting to order.
2. Invocation – Vice-Chair Owens gave the invocation.
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Richard Smith led the pledge.
4. Introduce Moderator – Chair Gage introduced Jim Edwards, Executive Director of Isothermal Planning & Development Commission, who facilitated the meeting.
5. Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) – Dave Slater gave a PowerPoint presentation on the SWCD’s mission and funding structure, and read a statement giving an overview of our local SWCD, copies of which are hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.
6. Farmland Preservation Board (FPB) – Doug Harmon read a statement outlining the history of the FPB, as well as the FPB’s recommendations regarding the Agricultural Economic Development Director position, copies of which are hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.
7. Citizen Comments – Joann Miksa-Blackwell, Mark Schmerling, Carolyn Ashburn, Doug Arbogast, Tim Wright, Lisa Krolak, Lee Mink, Lance Smith, Mary Hardvall, Jimmi Buell, Carol Lynn Jackson, Bill Smith and Paige Paris spoke in support of the Mill Spring Ag Center and local agricultural initiatives, and encouraged the Board of Commissioners to hire an Agricultural Economic Development Director to replace the outgoing director as soon as possible.

Discussion ensued, and it was the consensus of the Board of Commissioners to discuss advertising for a new director at the May 20, 2013, regular BOC meeting.
8. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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