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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

September 9, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gage, Vice-Chair Owens, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.
1. Polk County Transportation Authority Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Funding Application – The purpose of the hearing was to hear public comment on the ROAP funding application for FY 2014. The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Transportation Director Dianne Timberlake gave the presentation, and the supporting documents are included in the agenda packet under Agenda Item #10.    
2. Citizen Comments – There were none.

3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
4. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order – Chair Gage called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Rev. Shane Jackson gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Nicholas Koluch, U.S.N., Ret., led the pledge.
8. Approval of Agenda – Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
9. Approval of Minutes – Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the August 5, 2013, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, and the August 19, 2013, regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 

10. Polk County Transportation Authority Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Funding Application – Commissioner Pack moved to approve the application, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
11. Sheriff’s Department Canine – K9 Officer Ronnie Russell introduced Ajk, the department’s new 17 month old German Shepherd.  The dog is trained in narcotics, area/article/building search, and criminal apprehension
12. POW/MIA Recognition Day Proclamation – Polk County Memorial VFW Post #9116 Ladies Auxiliary President Joyce Preston presented the proclamation.  Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the proclamation, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously. 
13. Military Suicide Awareness Month Resolution – Mr. Scott Camp, Commander of the Polk County Memorial VFW Post #9116 presented the resolution.  Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously. 
14. Turner Shoals Dam Inspection Proposals – David Odom, County Engineer, presented the proposals.  Mr. Odom recommended acceptance of the AECOM proposal, which was modified as requested by DENR, and includes an underwater inspection of the dam in its scope of work.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the contract with AECOM for inspection of the Turner Shoals Dam in the amount of $32,290, seconded by Commissioner Holbert.  Mr. Odom emphasized that Turner Shoals Dam is classified as “high hazard” because Hwy. 9 and a number of residences are located within 40 miles downstream of the dam, not because the dam is in bad condition.  Mr. Odom said the dam is currently perfectly safe and in very good condition considering its age; due to its location, even a brand new dam would be classified as “high hazard”.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried unanimously. 
15. Budget Amendments – Sandra Hughes, Finance Director, presented the amendments.  1) Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #8, Capital Reserve, Dam Repair, Water Enterprise Fund, $32,290 – To transfer amounts reserved for dam repair to the water operating fund, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  2) Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #15, Insurance (Non-Department), $14,820 – Moving budget from liability insurance to workman’s comp to match budget to actual costs, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  3) Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve BA #1 (Addition), Schools, $65,797 – To increase revenues and expenditures for unspent approved ADM project in the current year, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
16. Subdivision Ordinance – Density Within Cluster Developments & Environmental Checklist – Vice-Chair Owens stated he placed this item on the agenda in order for the BOC to consider instructing the Planning Board to review the cluster density requirements and the environmental checklist.  Planner Cathy Ruth said the environmental checklist, which still contains references to the Mountain & Ridgeline Protection Ordinance, needs to be reviewed and brought up to date.  Vice-Chair Owens said he would like for the Planning Board to review the point system to ensure it is fair and equitable for developers, as well as for residents.  Commissioner Gasperson said the Subdivision Ordinance is an exceptional document which reflects the 20/20 Vision Plan vision statement (which he read) and, while he understands the need for “housekeeping” from time to time, he thinks the substance of the ordinance suits Polk County remarkably well and does not need to be changed.  Regarding cluster density requirements, Vice-Chair Owens said he was not sure there is enough incentive for a developer to want to utilize clustering.  Vice-Chair Owens moved to instruct the Planning Board to review the Density Within Cluster Developments section of the Subdivision Ordinance to determine if better incentives are needed, to clean up the language in the Environmental Checklist point system of the Subdivision Ordinance, and review the Environmental Checklist point system of the Subdivision Ordinance to determine if it needs to be amended, seconded by Commissioner Pack.  Commissioner Gasperson emphasized that he does not see the need for substantive changes to the Subdivision Ordinance.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).
Ms. Ruth said up to five major subdivisions – approximately 600 lots – could be adversely effected by the 12/31/13 expiration date of the Permit Extension Act.  Vice-Chair Owens moved to direct the Planning Board – subject to information County Attorney Berg receives from the UNC School of Government – to consult with Ms. Berg as to her findings regarding local options to extend the Permit Extension Act, and to take appropriate action, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
17. Hwy. 74 Interstate Designation – Vice-Chair Owens gave a PowerPoint presentation on designating Hwy. 74 as an interstate highway, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Changing the status of Hwy. 74 to an interstate highway would enable the creation an economic development corridor connecting Western North Carolina to Charlotte and the port of Wilmington.
18. Waterline Extension Policy – County Attorney Berg discussed her recommended changes to the policy, which include a system for prioritizing areas for waterline extensions.  Commissioner Pack moved to instruct Interim County Manager Pittman and Ms. Berg to review the county’s waterline extension policy and create an amended policy wherein the 60/40 county cost share split will not apply to running waterlines into private subdivisions or on private roads, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens.
Citizen comments:  Renée McDermott said limiting the 60/40 cost share split to only public roads is discriminatory, and would be counterproductive to the growth and viability of the county’s water system.
Commissioner Gasperson asked to amend the previous motion to include that, prior to moving forward with amending the waterline extension policy, Interim County Attorney Pittman and County Attorney Berg meet with Jeff Walker of Inman-Campobello Water District (ICWD) to review how ICWD deals with waterline extensions to private subdivisions and private roads; the motion failed, having received no second.
With the original motion and second on the floor, the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).
19. Manager’s Report – Interim County Manager Pittman asked the Board to authorize the sale of a 4.2 acre county owned parcel of land (T7-A21) located in Tryon Township.  Commissioner Pack moved to commence the sealed bid/upset bid process, to begin the process with the minimum bid requirement to be set at the current tax value of $21,120, and to use the proceeds for a business park, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously. 
20. NCACC 2013 106th Annual Conference – Chair Gage presented an overview of the conference he, along with Vice-Chair Owens and Commissioner Gasperson, recently attended in Greensboro; the theme of this year’s conference was “Unlocking Opportunities in 2013”.  A copy of the overview is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Vice-Chair Owens was recognized at the conference for having achieved the Master’s Level of the Local Elected Leaders Academy (LELA), a partnership program of advanced learning for county and municipal elected officials.
21. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Rickie McFalls was appointed to the Columbus Fire District Tax Commission by unanimous vote; Cheryl Wright was appointed to the JCPC by unanimous vote; Marti Sonenberg was appointed to the Mental Health Advisory Board by unanimous vote; Edward Goettert was appointed to the Recycling Advisory Board (regular member) by unanimous vote; Barbara Batchler was appointed to the Transportation Advisory Board by unanimous vote; Bill Smith was appointed to the Tryon Fire District Tax Commission by unanimous vote.  
22. Volunteer Boards for Review – Applications for the following boards were reviewed:  Animal Cruelty Investigators – 8 applications, BOC determines total membership; Columbus Fire District Tax Commission – 2 applications, 2 regular vacancies; Tryon Fire District Tax – 2 applications, 2 regular vacancies. 
23. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Debbie Arceneaux and Art Arceneaux expressed their displeasure regarding vehicle check points being set up by law enforcement in the county.
24. Commissioner Comments – The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming out.
25. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
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