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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARINGS &

REGULAR MEETING

October 21, 2013, 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gage, Vice-Chair Owens, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.
1. Call to Order of Public Hearing #1 - An Ordinance Extending Certain Permits & Approvals Affecting the Physical Development of Real Property Located Within Polk County – Chair Gage called the first public hearing to order.  The purpose of the public hearing was to take public comment on “An Ordinance Extending Certain Permits & Approvals Affecting the Physical Development of Real Property Located Within Polk County”.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Cathy Ruth, Planner, presented the ordinance, a copy of which is included in the agenda packet under Agenda Item #14.    

2. Citizen Comments – There were none.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
4. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the first public hearing, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of Public Hearing #2 - An Amendment to Clarify & Modernize the Zoning Ordinance Regarding the Board of Adjustment – Chair Gage called the second public hearing to order.  The purpose of the public hearing was to take public comment on “An Amendment to Clarify & Modernize the Zoning Ordinance Regarding the Board of Adjustment”.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  County Attorney Jana Berg presented a summary of the amendment, a copy of which is included in the agenda packet under Agenda Item #15.  

6. Citizen Comments – There were none.
7. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
8. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the second public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
9. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Gage called the regular meeting to order.
10. Invocation – Rev. Dwayne Price gave the invocation.
11. Pledge of Allegiance – USAF Veteran Robbie Pack led the pledge.
12. Approval of Agenda – Interim County Manager Pittman asked that a resolution regarding the Smoky Mountain LME/MCO be added to Agenda Item #20, Manager’s Report.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
13. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Pack moved to approve the October 7, 2013, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.     
14. An Ordinance Extending Certain Permits & Approvals Affecting the Physical Development of Real Property Located Within Polk County – Vice-Chair Owens moved that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made a part of the record of this proceeding and that the Board of Commissioners find that the proposed Ordinance Extending Certain Permits and Approvals Affecting the Physical Development of Real Property is consistent with the Polk County 20/20 Vision Plan as stated in the written recommendation of the Planning Board, and that the Board find the proposed amendment is both reasonable and in the public interest of furthering the goals of the County’s 20/20 Vision Plan by encouraging private investment essential to the County’s economic strength, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
15. An Amendment to Clarify & Modernize the Zoning Ordinance Regarding the Board of Adjustment – Vice-Chair Owens moved that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made part of the record of this proceeding and that the Board of Commissioners find the proposed Amendment to Clarify and Modernize the Zoning Ordinance Regarding the Zoning Board of Adjustment is neither consistent nor inconsistent with the Polk County 20/20 Vision Plan as stated in the written recommendation of the Planning Board, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
16. NCDOT Secondary Road Funds Update – Steve Cannon, NCDOT District Engineer, was unable to attend the meeting as planned, and Commissioner Gasperson asked that this item be placed on the agenda for the November 18, 2013, regular BOC meeting.  Commissioner Gasperson said Mr. Cannon will discuss HB 817 as regards changes to the Secondary Road Construction program, i.e., the elimination of the local public hearing requirement. 
17. Economic Development Consultant Contract – Vice-Chair Owens introduced Robert Williamson, founder of Strategic Work Systems, Inc.  Mr. Williamson gave a brief summary of his experience and qualifications, and his curriculum vitae is hereby incorporated by reference in to these minutes.  Vice-Chair Owens moved that Polk County contract with Strategic Work Systems, Inc., a company that has consulted with many well known national and international companies, to consult with the Polk County Governing Body to develop an economic development policy within the Polk County 20/20 Vision Plan guidelines, as well as to analyze our present economic development process in order to improve Polk County’s economic development program, the completion of which will enhance Polk County’s capabilities to take advantage of the economic changes taking place around our area – both in North Carolina and South Carolina – and will help the county obtain living wage jobs, seconded by Commissioner Pack.  
Citizen comments:  Emily Clark asked if the county had considered other consultants, and asked what other county(s) Mr. Williamson has created an economic development plan for.  Vice-Chair Owens said he is pleased to have found someone local for the county to work with.  Chair Gage spoke in support of Mr. Williamson and optimistically about the economic future of the county.  

Mr. Williamson gave an overview of his “Proposal to Facilitate Development of Polk County’s Economic Development Policy & Strategy”, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Commissioner Gasperson strongly recommended public comment be taken during the planning sessions, and noted that the great strength of the proposal is that the Polk County 20/20 Vision will provide the guidelines for the policy.  Commissioner Pack emphasized that it is up to the BOC to set economic development policy.  Citizen comment:  Don Hofman spoke in support of the disciplined process the county is embarking upon as it seeks to develop an economic development policy and strategic plan.
With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA#1, Appropriate Fund Balance - $6,000:  Appropriate Fund Balance to approve proposed contract for ETDC, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to amend the motion and direct that funding be appropriated from Manager’s Discretionary Fund instead of Fund Balance, but the motion failed for lack of a second.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed). 

18. DSS Building Update – Commissioner Holbert asked that this item be placed on the agenda as a citizen update.  Commissioner Holbert reported that MBP (consulting engineers) recommends removing and replacing a faulty sewer line as opposed to installing a flush system to remedy the problem; the HVAC system is still being reviewed.   Interim County Manager Pittman said three contractors are going to submit their proposals to The Surety Company for replacing the sewer line at issue.
19. Resolution Approving the Donation of a Surplus County Vehicle to the Polk County Board of Education – Commissioner Pack moved to approve the resolution declaring a 1999 Crown Victoria (VIN #2FAFP73W3XX118611; mileage 120,667) surplus and donating the vehicle to the school system, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously. 
20. Manager’s Report – 1) Interim County Manager Pittman reported that efforts with the municipalities are ongoing regarding resources and water joint initiatives.  2) Mr. Pittman presented a resolution regarding Commissioner representation on the Smoky Mountain LME/MCO’s Board of Directors.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve “A Resolution Urging The NC Department Of Health And Human Services, The NC Generals Assembly, And The Governor To Delay, Revisit, And Revise The Requirements Concerning The Governance And Appointment Of Elected County Officials As Board Members To The Smoky Mountain LME/MCO Board Of Directors” (a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes), seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  3) Mr. Pittman informed the Board that installation of waterlines on the south side of Hwy. 74 has been completed.
21. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Ernie Giannini was appointed to the Adult Care Home Advisory Committee by unanimous vote; Ernie Giannini was appointed to the Home & Community Care Block Grant Committee by unanimous vote; Pat Dockendorf was appointed to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council by unanimous vote; and B.J. Bayne was appointed to the Mental Health Advisory Board by unanimous vote. 
22. Volunteer Boards for Review – One application for the Jury Commission was reviewed.  
23. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Virginia Walker announced that the Polk County Middle School girls’ volleyball team recently won the Blue Ridge Championship Tournament.
24. Commissioner Comments – The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming out.
25. Closed Session – Vice-Chair Owens moved to go in to closed session to discuss a matter relating to acquisition of real property, G.S.143-318.11(a)(5), seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
26. Open Session – Commissioner Pack moved to return to open session, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
27. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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