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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ WORK SESSION &

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, November 19, 2012, 3:00pm
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building
Columbus, NC
MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gasperson, Vice-Chair McDermott, Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were County Manager Whitson, County Attorney Egan, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order of the Draft Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) Work Session – Chair Gasperson called the work session to order.  Planner Cathy Ruth and County Attorney Mike Egan gave an overview of the changes.  Commissioners concurred that a residential exemption be added to Section 2.8.1, Prior Development.  
2. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
3. Motion to Adjourn – Commissioner Owens moved to adjourn the work session, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.
4. Call to Order of the Regular Board of Commissioners’ Meeting – Chair Gasperson called the meeting to order.
5. Invocation – Commissioner Pack gave the invocation.
6. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Owens led the pledge.
7. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Owens moved to approve the October 15, 2012, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.  
8. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Owens asked that Agenda Item #18 be removed.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously. 
9. Certificate of Appreciation – Chair Gasperson read the certificate of apprciation for Dr. Stanley and Jean Howell for their efforts with TubaChristmas.  Chair Gasperson moved to approve the certificate, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
10. Audit Report - Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2012 – Brian Broom and George Webb of Dixon Hughes Goodman presented the report, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the audit report, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.    
11. October Refund Requests – Melissa Bowlin, Interim Tax Administrator, presented the requests.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the refund requests, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.  
12. Property Tax Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin presented the request from George and Patricia Fischer.  The refund requested is the result of a Tax Assessors Office clerical error which occurred two years ago.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the refund request, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
13. Mountainside & Ridgeline Protection Ordinance (MRPO) – Commissioner Owens moved to schedule a public hearing on the MRPO, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  Citizen comments:  Lisa Krolak reiterated that the Planning Board recommends an ordinance of this nature should be in place, and thanked the Commissioners for their consideration.
14. St. Luke’s Hospital Second Addendum to Lease – Commissioner Owens moved to approve the second addendum to the lease on the St. Luke’s property, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.  
15. Jervey Palmer Building – Altamont Environmental, Inc. Phase II Site Assessment – County Manager Whitson was instructed to discuss with the Town of Tryon whether they would rather have the fuel tanks removed, or have a Phase II Site Assessment conducted.  Vice-Chair McDermott recommended that, should the Phase II Site Assessment Agreement be entered into, the “Information for the Sole Use and Benefit of the Client” and “Ownership of Documents” clauses of the agreement be either modified or stricken.  Vice-Chair McDermott also recommended that the “Limitation of Liability” clause be modified.
16. Meadowbrook Subdivision/Fox Briar Development Waterline Extension – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the Project Budget Ordinance, $69,651, Waterline Construction – The general fund appropriated $40,000 to the Water Enterprise Capital Project Fund for the county portion of waterline construction fees, and to allow County Engineer Dave Odom to apply for the permits, contingent upon receipt of a written request from Meadowbrook Subdivision, and subject to receipt of $27,860 from Meadowbrook Subdivision, with the understanding that the permits can be applied for upon receipt of the letter, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  
17. Budget Addition and Amendments – Commissioner Pack moved to approve Budget Addition #3, $4,714, The Meeting Place – To increase revenue and expense for a grant from the NC Department of Insurance for Medicare education and counseling supplies, travel, etc., seconded by Commissioner Owens, and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve Budget Amendment #3, $50,000, Jail – To increase the budget for the purpose of paying an estimated portion of inmate out of county cost in excess of the $30,000 originally budgeted for this line, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve Budget Amendment #4, $20,000, EMS – To increase PT salaries for the addition of 2 part-time employees to assist the current 1 member ambulance crew during peak service hours, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.  
18. Alexander’s Ford Cemetery Fencing – Commissioner Owens requested this item be removed from the agenda. 
19. White Oak Waterline – County Manager Whitson announced that the county has received payment for the White Oak waterline.  

20. Employee Christmas Bonuses – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the early distribution of Christmas bonuses on 11/21/12, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
21. Volunteer Board for Vote – Bill Miller, Sr., was appointed to the Economic & Tourism Development Commission by unanimous vote.  
22. Volunteer Boards for Review – One application for the Planning Board and one application for the Recreation Advisory Board were reviewed.  
23. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – There were none.
24. Commissioner Comments – The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming out.
25. Closed Session – Commissioner Owens moved to go into closed session for the purposes of:  A) Attorney-client privilege, G.S. 143-318(a)(3), and B) Personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6), seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.

26. Return to Open Session – Commissioner Owens moved to return to open session, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  County Manager Whitson announced that he has been mobilized for approximately 1-2 years with the Army reserve.   His last day of work before mobilization will be January 4, 2013.
27. Adjournment – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
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