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POLK COUNTY

December 3, 2012
7:00 PM PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING

R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice

Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES (A)
PRESENT: Chair Gasperson, Vice-Chair McDermott, Commissioner Owens, Commissioner Pack and Commissioner Walker.  Also in attendance were County Attorney Egan, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order of the State FY 2014 Community Transportation Grant Public Hearing Chair Gasperson called the public hearing to order.  The Community Transportation Program provides assistance to coordinate existing transportation programs operating in Polk County, as well as provides transportation options and services for communities within the service area.  Dianne Timberlake, Transportation Director, was present to answer questions. A copy of the grant application is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.
2. Citizen Comments – There were none.
3. Commissioner Comments – Vice-Chair McDermott thanked Ms. Timberlake for putting the grant together and keeping everything up to date with the transportation system, and encouraged her to seek ways to expand Polk County’s transportation services.
4. Motion to Adjourn the Public Hearing – Commissioner Owens moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.  
5. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Gasperson called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Chair Gasperson gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Walker led the pledge.
8. Approval of Minutes – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the November 19, 2012, Unified Development Ordinance work session and regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously. 
9. Approval of Agenda – Chair Gasperson asked that an offer by Daystar Enterprises, Inc. to purchase the Jervey Palmer building be added as Agenda Item #12.a., and that County Attorney Egan be given the opportunity to speak under Agenda Item #15.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.
10. FY 2013 Community Transportation Program Resolution – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
11. Western Carolina Community Action 2012 Self-Sufficiency Client of the Year – Vice-Chair McDermott announced that local baked goods entrepreneur Martha Graber, a.k.a. Cool Mama, has been awarded this honor.
12. White Oak Waterline/Interest – Commissioner Owens moved to proclaim that final and full payment of monies owed to the county by White Oak Development Partners, LLC was received on November 9, 2012, in the amount of $115,752.50, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.    
12.a.Jervey Palmer Building – The county has received an offer of $50,000 from Daystar Enterprises, Inc. to purchase the Jervey Palmer Building as is.  Regarding liability, Vice-Chair McDermott said it is her opinion that the buyer would not have recourse against the county if there is a problem.  However, Vice-Chair McDermott said that if DENR or the EPA found a problem which could be shown to have occurred during the county’s ownership of the building, then the county might still be responsible; if the problem is determined to have occurred during the hospital’s ownership and the county did nothing do exacerbate the problem during its ownership then, once the county divests itself of ownership, it would no longer be responsible.  Commissioner Owens moved that the upset bid procedure commence, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.
13. Budget Amendment – Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #9, Non-Department, $11,117 – To transfer excess budget from worker’s comp insurance for unemployment claims paid by the ESC, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.  
14. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Christel Walter was appointed to the Planning Board by a 3-2 vote (Owen and Pack opposed).  Amy Housinger was appointed to the Recreation Advisory Board by unanimous vote.  
15. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Walker expressed her appreciation for being given the opportunity to serve the citizens of Polk County for the last four years, thanked county staff and citizen volunteers for their hard work and dedication, and wished the new Board the best in the future.  County Attorney Egan (who was not slated to be reappointed as county attorney) thanked the Board for the honor of serving the citizens of Polk County and complimented county staff on their professionalism.  Vice-Chair McDermott thanked county staff, citizen volunteers, Polk County citizens, and her fellow Commissioners.  She also read a prepared statement, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Chair Gasperson thanked Commissioners McDermott and Walker, and County Attorney Egan, for their dedicated service.
16. Presentation of Plaques – Chair Gasperson presented plaques to outgoing Commissioners McDermott and Walker.
17. Adjournment – Commissioner Walker moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  
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