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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

January 6, 2014 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
In attendance:  Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Commissioner Gasperson was absent due to a family obligation.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.
1. Call to Order of the Public Hearing – Chair Owens called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of the public hearing was to take public comment on a $47,000 funding request for the proposed PolkFresh Food Hub.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Dawn Jordan, Interim Ag Economic Development Director, gave the presentation.  The information, included in the agenda packet under Agenda Item #11, is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.    

2. Citizen Comments – Annette Wells, Jimmi Buell, and John Vining spoke in support of funding the food hub. 
3. Commissioner Comments – Vice-Chair Gage commended all those involved in the food hub initiative for their hard work. 
4. Adjournment – Commissioner Holbert moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Owens called the regular meeting to order.  Moments of silence were observed for two recently deceased Polk County residents:  Fred Earl Foster, USAF Ret., and John Crew, USMC, Vietnam veteran and recipient of two Purple Hearts and a Silver Star.
6. Invocation – Rev. Walter Bryan, retired Rector of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Chief Deputy Mike Wheeler led the pledge.
8. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  
9. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the December 2, 2013, economic development work session and regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
10. Patriots Salute to Veterans Association Resolution – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the resolution in recognition of the 2013 Veterans Day parade organizers, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
11. PolkFresh Food Hub Proposal – In consideration of public comments and pursuant to authority granted to counties under NCGS 158.7.1, Commissioner Pack moved to make an appropriation of $47,000.00 to the PolkFresh Food Hub for the purposes of aiding, expanding, and encouraging agricultural economic development in Polk County, to direct the said appropriation to be provided to the PolkFresh Food Hub in three installments, to direct the County Attorney to draft an agreement outlining these terms, and to authorize the Interim County Manager to execute the said agreement on behalf of the county, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #4, Agriculture E & D, $39,500 – PolkFresh Food Hub plan E & D grant funding as presented to the BOC on 12/2/13 and the public on 1/6/14, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #40, Agriculture E & D, $7,500 – PolkFresh Food Hub plan E & D grant funding as presented to the BOC on 12/2/13 and the public on 1/6/14, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
12. November Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, presented the request.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the refund request in the amount of $1,160.72, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
13. Random Ambulance Inspection – Michael Crater, EMS Director, reported that the NC Department of Health & Human Resources, Division of Health Service Regulation, recently conducted an unannounced ambulance inspection and found no deficiencies. 

14. Prioritized School Security Task Force Recommendations – Interim County Manager Pittman and School Superintendent Miller presented the five recommendations, with the primary recommendation being funding for two School Resource Officers.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve funding for two School Resource Officers out of fund balance, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  The budget amendment will be presented at February 3, 2014, regular BOC meeting, and the remaining four recommendations will be discussed at the upcoming budget work session on January 21, 2014.
15. Parking Requirements for Customary Home Occupation, Class I & Class II – Cathy Ruth, Planner, presented the Planning Board’s recommendation and plan consistency statement regarding the parking requirements.  Commissioner Pack moved to set a public hearing on February 3, 2014, at 7:00 P.M. in the R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
16. Rezoning Equestrian District & Text Amendment – Ms. Ruth presented the Planning Board’s recommendation and plan consistency statement for the rezoning of 80 contiguous acres, and a text amendment to the Equestrian District.  Commissioner Pack moved to set a public hearing on February 3, 2014, at 7:15 P.M. in the R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
17. Waterline Tap Fee – Commissioner Pack asked that this item be placed on the agenda.  Commissioner Pack moved to change the ¾” waterline tap fee in the Polk County Water Department Waterline Extension Policy Schedule of Fees to $700.00 for existing and proposed waterlines, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
18. Jail Inspection Report – Interim County Manager Pittman and Sheriff Hill presented the report.  It was the consensus of the Board to consider corrective action estimates at the February 3, 2014, regular BOC meeting.
19. DOT/Hwy. 108 Resurfacing Resolution – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
20. Project Budget Ordinance & Budget Amendment – Sandra Hughes, Finance Director, presented the information.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve Project Budget Ordinance, Polk County Early College, $800,000 – Building purchase, addition and renovation, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve BA #3, Revaluation Fund-Contract Services, $60,000 – Appropriate fund balance for the estimated additional cost to appeal the Bright’s Creek valuation appeal, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously. 
21. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Neal Barton was appointed as an alternative member to the Board of Adjustment by unanimous vote.
22. Volunteer Boards for Review – Nine applications were reviewed to fill four regular and one alternate Planning Board vacancies.
23. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – There were none.
24. Commissioner Comments – The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming out.
25. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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