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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

February 17, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
In attendance:  Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert, and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. NC State Community Development Block Grant Programs Public Hearing - White Oak Waterline Project Grant Application – Chair Owens called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of this first of two required public hearings was to discuss and receive public comment on funds available through NC State Community Development Block Grant programs for assistance with infrastructure and economic development.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Paula Kempton, Isothermal Planning & Development Commission Community & Economic Development Services Director, presented the information.  The 25% required local funding match will be provided by White Oak Development.   

2. Citizen Comments – There were none.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
4. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Owens announced that Interim County Manager Pittman was involved in a serious automobile accident this morning; Mr. Pittman sustained minor injuries and was released from the hospital earlier this afternoon.  Chair Owens called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Pastor Thomas Olson of Trinity Lutheran Church in Tryon gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Chair Owens led the pledge.
8. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Holbert asked that “Recent Storm Event Response” be added as Agenda Item #13.a.; Vice-Chair Gage asked that “Closed Session” be added as Agenda Item #23.a. for the purpose of personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6), and that “Acting Interim County Manager” be added as Agenda Item #13.b.; Chair Owens asked that Agenda Item #18, “Proposed Assistant County Manager Position”, be removed because Interim County Manager Pittman was not in attendance to make the presentation.  Commissioner Gasperson said he was opposed to having a closed session relating to personnel matters at this time.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  
9. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Gasperson asked that the word “non-verbal” be changed to “written” in the second sentence under Agenda Item #22 of the February 3, 2014, public hearings and regular meeting minutes.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  
10. NC State Community Development Block Grant Programs Public Hearing - White Oak Waterline Project Grant Application – Commissioner Pack moved to schedule a second public hearing for March 3, 2014, at 7:00 P.M. in the R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  

11. New Library Director – Barie Baker, Chair of the Library Board of Trustees, introduced the new Polk County Library Director Rishara Finsel, who was warmly welcomed by the Board and meeting attendees.
12. January 2014 Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, presented the request.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the request in the amount of $1,927.97, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
13. Clerical Error Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin presented the request.  Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the refund request in the amount of $1,411.58, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
13.a. Recent Storm Event Response – Commissioner Holbert recognized the employees, law enforcement officials, and volunteers involved in emergency preparedness and response efforts during the recent snow storm.  Emergency Management Director Bobby Arledge and EMS Director Michael Crater briefed the Board on the recent event.
13.b.  Acting Interim County Manager – Vice-Chair Gage moved to appoint Chair Owens as acting Interim County Manager in Marche Pittman’s absence, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).
14. Green River Watershed Study – Commissioner Gasperson asked that this item be placed on the agenda.  Stu Ryman and Zan Price of Altamont Environmental gave a PowerPoint presentation of the study, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference in to these minutes. It was recommended in the study that the county adopt stormwater best management practices and stabilize eroding stream banks to reduce sediment impacts, restore riparian buffers along stream corridors, and dredge Lake Adger to remove accumulated sediment.  Funding assistance (50/50 cost share) for dredging the lake may be available through the North Carolina Shallow Draft Navigation Channel and Lake Dredging Fund, and/or through a North Carolina DENR Water Resources Development Grant.  
Citizen comments:  Sky Conard of the Green River Watershed Alliance, Russell Mierop, and Cyndi Breedlove spoke in support of the study’s recommendations, and asked that the county take care of Lake Adger and the Green River Watershed.  Ken Brady urged caution regarding the study, as the issues being raised have possibly been overblown.  Stewart Reid, Scott Woodworth, and Debbie Arceneax recommended the county use prudence in determining the best, if any, course of action regarding Lake Adger and the watershed area.  
Commissioner Gasperson said the county ought to take care of the Lake Adger sedimentation issues since it owns the lake bed and the dam.
15. Polk County Transportation Office Improvements – Polk County Transportation Director Dianne Timberlake discussed the recent cosmetic office improvements, which were accomplished with minimal cost to the county, and thanked all those involved in the project.    
16. Polk County Transportation System Safety Program Plan – Dianne Timberlake presented the plan for Board review.  Commissioner Pack asked that the Transportation Advisory Board be required to sign off on the document, and recommended that the board chair’s signature be required on the signage page. 
17. Economic Development Proposal – Robert Williamson of Strategic Work Systems presented the consulting proposal in the amount of $3,000 per month for a total of five months to advance the draft Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan through the 2014/15 budget and planning project.

Citizen comments:  Judy Heinrich and Dennis Hill expressed their misgivings regarding the appropriateness of hiring Mr. Williamson as an economic development consultant.  
Commissioner Gasperson said he does not believe the proposal represents a wise use of taxpayer’s money.  Vice-Chair Gage said more jobs are needed in the county, and creating an Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan is a prerequisite to achieving that goal.  Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the proposal, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed). 
18. Proposed Assistant County Manager Position – To consider creating a new Assistant County Manager position.  

19. Budget Amendments – Sandra Hughes, Finance Director, presented the amendments.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #7, The Meeting Place, Addition, $3,373 – To increase revenue and expense for additional grant revenues received for the purpose of educating seniors on Medicare, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.  BA #62, EMG/MIS, Administration, $29,439 – To transfer excess budget from Emergency Management salary & MIS salary to Administration to fund a new position from March 10-June 30.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve FB #67, Fund Balance, $15,000 – Transfer for continued services for Economic Development, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).  
20. Volunteer Board for Vote – Bill Davis and Jerry Lynch were appointed as regular members to the Farmland Preservation Board by unanimous vote. 
21. Volunteer Board for Review – Two applications for three regular Appearance Commission vacancies were reviewed.  
22. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Renée McDermott spoke in opposition to the Board creating an assistant county manager position.  Scott Woodward thanked the Board for all their hard work, and spoke in support of creating a assistant county manager position.
23. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Gasperson said that, if the majority votes to create an assistant county manager position, then applications should be accepted and County Manager Whitson should be actively involved in the hiring process.  Commissioner Pack said it is important for the Board to be clear regarding its economic development goals and objectives before asking for input.  Commissioner Holbert, Vice-Chair Gage, and Chair Owens thanked everyone for coming out.  
23.a. Closed Session – Vice-Chair Gage moved to go in to closed session for the purpose of personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6), seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion passed unanimously.  Commissioner Pack moved to return to open session, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
24. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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