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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ REGULAR MEETING

May 19, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order – Chair Owens called the meeting to order.
2. Invocation – Ken Carpenter gave the invocation.  Chair Owens asked that recently deceased WWII Veteran Marine Corps Pilot Kirtland Flynn, Jr., be remembered.
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Gasperson led the pledge.
The Board presented retiring Magistrate Lionel Gilbert with a plaque, and thanked him for all his years of dedicated service.
4. Approval of Agenda – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
5. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the May 5, 2014, regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
6. Green River Vineyard Road Construction Project – Dawn Jordan, Interim Ag Economic Development Director, introduced Green River Vineyard owners Claude and Peggy Turner.  The Turners thanked Stewart Walker of the Soil & Water Department for his assistance in obtaining a grant for their vineyard.  The Turners also commended Craig Ray of D.I.G., Inc. for the road work he did, and said he was a true representative of the good people in our county. 
7. April Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, presented the refund request in the amount of $791.19.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the refund request, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
8. National Foster Care Month (May) Resolution – Lou Parton, DSS Director, Jackie Johnson, Social Work Supervisor, and Jennifer Pittman, Social Worker, gave a presentation.  For their contributions in support of local foster care, awards were given to:  Business Partner - Melissa Bridgeman of Cuts of Columbus; Faith Community Partner - Big Level Baptist Church members Donna Gilbert, Connie Orr, Judy Jackson, and Brenda Greene; Foster/Resource Parents – Michelle and Jeff McCraw.  Citizen comments:  Gary Poague complimented the Department of Social Services on its work in foster care. 
9. Fire Departments & Rescue Squad Contracts – Bobby Arledge, Emergency Management Director, presented the contracts for vote.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the contracts, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  
10. Polk County Schools Budget Amendment - Early College – Commissioner Pack moved to approve the budget amendment which was approved by the Polk County School Board in the amount of $197,000, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  
11. Social Media Policy – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the policy, seconded by Commissioner Pack.  Commissioner Gasperson said he would like the policy tabled, as he has reservations regarding using county staff and growing county government to maintain a social media presence (Facebook & Twitter) at this time.  Vice-Chair Gage, Chair Owens, Commissioner Holbert, and Commissioner Pack were in agreement that social media will enable the county to reach more citizens, and give citizens more options through which to express their opinions.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).
12. Smoky Mountain Center 3rd Quarter 2013/14 Fiscal Monitoring Report – Interim County Manager Pittman presented the report. 
13. EMS Building Flag Pole Dedication – Vice-Chair Gage announced that the event is scheduled for Wednesday, May 21, 2014, at 10:00 A.M. 
14. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Jeanne Mills was appointed to the the Library Board of Trustees by unanimous vote; Joshua Schactman and Belynda Veser were appointed to the Mental Health Advisory Board by unanimous vote.  
15. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Gary Poague requested that citizens be allowed to comment after closed sessions, and asked the Board majority to explain why they paid $178,590 to former County Manager Whitson.
16. Commissioner Comments – The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming out.
17. Closed Session – Commissioner Pack moved to go in to closed session for the purpose of attorney-client privilege, GS 143-318.11(a)(3), seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
18. Return to Open Session – Chair Owens moved to return to open session, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  County Attorney Berg stated that the Board intends to accept the settlement offer in the Appeal of PAR Investments, LLC, as regards some Bright’s Creek property values, the specific terms of which will be announced upon finalization and execution of a Consent Agreement.
19. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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