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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING & 

REGULAR MEETING

June 16, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order of the Wireless Telecommunications Ordinance/Polk County Tower Ordinance Proposed Text Amendments Public Hearing – Chair Owens called the meeting to order.  The purpose of the public hearing was to receive public comment on the proposed Wireless Telecommunications Ordinance.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Cathy Ruth, Planner, was present to answer questions.
2. Citizen Comments – There were none.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
4. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Owens called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Commissioner Holbert gave the invocation. 
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Commander Mike Stubbs led the pledge.
8. Approval of Agenda – Regarding Agenda Item #23, Commissioner Gasperson moved that, rather than going in to closed session, County Attorney Berg be allowed to present her information in open session, as the information is general in nature and may be helpful to the Board in making policy decisions, and could be educational for the public; Commissioner Gasperson further moved that Agenda Item #23 include the economic development consultant and citizen comments.  The motion received no second and failed.  Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried 4-1, (Gasperson opposed).
9. Purple Heart Proclamation – Mike Stubbs, Commander of the Wounded Warriors Chapter 634, Military Order of the Purple Heart, presented the proclamation designating Polk County as a Purple Heart County.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve the proclamation, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
10. Wireless Telecommunications Ordinance/Polk County Tower Ordinance Proposed Text Amendments – Vice-Chair Gage moved  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made a part of the record of this proceeding, and that the Board of Commissioners find that the proposed ordinance known as The Wireless Telecommunication Ordinance of Polk County is consistent as stated in the written recommendation of the Planning Board; Vice-Chair further moved that the Board find the proposed Ordinance is both reasonable and in the public interest of furthering the goals of the County’s 20/20 Vision Plan by the statement in the Comprehensive Plan that says, “As necessary, revise/update the Polk County Tower Ordinance.”, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
11. Smoky Mountain Center/Western Regional Partnership Status Update – Shelly Forman, Senior Director of Planning and Public Affairs, presented the update.  
12. Smoky Mountain LME/MCO Draft of County Commissioner Advisory Council Structure – Commissioner Holbert moved to appoint Vice-Chair Gage to this council, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
13. May Refund Request –Tax Administrator Melissa Bowlin presented the request.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the request in the amount of $1,784.48, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.   
14. Interlocal Agreement With Rutherford County – County Attorney Berg presented a proposed agreement wherein Rutherford County to provide Polk County with Level 3 Building Inspection and Level 3 Fire Marshall Inspection Services as needed, and discussion ensued.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Rutherford County with amendments as presented by County Attorney Berg, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
15. FY 2014/15 Polk County Annual Budget – Budget work sessions were held on May 19, 2014, and May 20, 2014, and the budget public hearing was held on June 2, 2014.  Commissioner Pack recommended the FY 2014/15 annual budget be amended to increase capital expenditures by $150,000 for waterline extensions, to be taken out of fund balance, seconded by Commissioner Holbert.  Commissioner Gasperson recommended the FY 2014/15 annual budget be further amended to include a $2.7 million loan pay off out of fund balance, increasing the Lake Adger dam repair fund to $100,000, and increasing employee raises to 2.5%.  Commissioner Pack questioned the fiscal conservatism of Commissioner Gasperson’s recommendation of spending approximately half (2.7 million) of the county’s available fund balance when predicted revenues are not guaranteed.  Commissioner Pack also said the county is currently faced with costs associated with DSS building repairs, as well as the need to begin planning and saving for jail improvements in the near future.  Commissioner Gasperson said that “on the whole” he supports the expenditures in the budget.    
Citizen comments:  Renée McDermott spoke in support of the DSS building, and criticized various aspects of the proposed budget.
Commissioner Pack moved to adopt the FY 2014/15 annual budget with an amendment to increase capital expenditures by $150,000 for waterline extensions, to be taken out of fund balance, seconded by Commissioner Holbert.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to adopt the FY 2014/15 annual budget with additional amendments to include a $2.7 million loan pay off out of fund balance, increasing the Lake Adger dam repair fund to $100,000, and increasing employee raises to 2.5%.  Commissioner Gasperson’s motion failed for lack of a second.  With the initial motion and second on the floor, the motion passed 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).
16. Resolution of Appreciation for Collaborative Efforts of Emergency Agencies – Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve the resolution of appreciation for emergency services efforts in response to a motor vehicle accident which closed the eastbound lanes of I-26 at mile marker 62 on June 4, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
17. Emergency Management Mutual Aid Agreements – Bobby Arledge, Emergency Management Director, presented the proposed agreements with Henderson and Rutherford counties.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the agreements, seconded by Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
18. BOC Regular Meeting Dates, July – December – Commissioner Pack moved to approve the meeting dates, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.       
19. Polk County Schools Budget Amendments – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve Polk County School Budget amendments #5 and #7 for Polk County School fund balance transfers for the Sunny View Elementary School media center, both of which were previously approved by the Polk County School Board, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
20. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Michael Axelrod and Betty Hill were reappointed to the Board of Adjustment as regular members by unanimous vote; Jeffry Budai was reappointed to the Board of Adjustment as an alternate member by unanimous vote; Rick Covil was appointed for a four year term to the Harmon Field Board of Supervisors by unanimous vote; Linda Ligon was appointed for a two year term to the Harmon Field Board of Supervisors by unanimous vote; Millicent Stein was appointed to the Nursing Home Advisory Board by unanimous vote.
There were two applications for one Social Services Board vacancy.  One applicant, Patricia Adcock, was recently appointed to the board by the state.  Chair Owens said the district social services director strongly recommended that a Commissioner be appointed to the board, and suggested the Commissioners do so at this time; a Commissioner has not served on the board in three or four years.  Commissioner Gasperson suggested a Commissioner be appointed when the next vacancy occurs, and moved to appoint applicant Dee Black to the Social Services Board; the motion received no second and failed.  Commissioner Holbert moved to appoint a Commissioner to the Social Services Board at this time, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).  Vice-Chair Gage moved to appoint Commissioner Holbert to the Social Services Board, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).  
21. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Dennis Hill expressed his disappointment that former ETDC Director Libbie Johnson resigned her position.  Judy Heinrich and David Maxwell expressed their dissatisfaction with the current economic development consultant, and with the process involved in creating the proposed Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan.  Renée McDermott expressed regret regarding the recent resignation of the ETDC director, and urged fairness and prudence in hiring a new director.  Debbie Arceneaux spoke in support of the creation of an Economic Development Policy & Strategic Plan.
22. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Gasperson said Polk County is far better off today than it was prior to former ETDC Director Libbie Johnson’s tenure with the county.  Vice-Chair Gage spoke in support of the economic development consultant and interim county manager.  Commissioner Holbert thanked everyone for coming out.  Commissioner Pack and Chair Owens spoke in support of the Board’s current economic development efforts.  
23. Closed Session – Commissioner Pack moved to go in to closed session for the purpose of attorney-client privilege, GS 143-318.11(a)(3), seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
24. Return to Open Session – Commissioner Pack moved to return to open session, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
25. Economic Development Consultant – Commissioner Pack moved to approve extending economic development consultant Robert Williamson’s contract through July 7, 2014, if is it set to expire on June 30, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed).  
26. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
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